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SFA Advisory is pleased to announce an exhibition of recent pastel drawings by New York-based artist Nicole
Wittenberg. The selection of over 30 works were made en plein air, a technique coined in France to describe the
artistic practice of working “in open air” and the commitment to recording one’s sensory reality in the moment.
Wittenberg’s pastels reflect a rapid engagement with a specific moment in time. She immerses herself in nature,
drawing on her physical surroundings for sensorial inspiration, responding to variations in light and atmosphere.
One day she might record the density of water or air, and on another, the lightness and transparency of the same
place in different conditions. For Wittenberg, the challenge of working en plein air results from trying to distill a
multitude of sensations into a singular image. Pastels enable quick translations of the visual onto paper, resulting in
drawings that are immediate and physical. Yet the inherent softness of the pastel medium also allows her to record
a moment and concurrently work within it – a sort of break in time on paper.
Despite the visibility of the artist’s swift handwork, Wittenberg does not view her pastels as sketches but rather
considers them to be completed works in and of themselves. The pastels allow her to focus on her interests in
optics and painting from lived experience, trusting her vision over any preconception of what reality should look like.
Back in the studio, she can revisit the pastels and translate them into paintings while holding true to her original
recorded vision.
Every image on display holds a place that is loved by the artist – Patmos, Maine, Miami – all personal field trips in
looking, often with friends in tow. Although deeply personal, Wittenberg sees her landscapes as a reflection of a
collective consciousness and has turned her focus to nature as something that is organic, alive and connected to all
beings, as something important and even imperative at this moment in time.
This show, which marks the first time Wittenberg’s pastels have been exhibited alone, will be followed by a
catalogue published by SFA Advisory.
Wittenberg’s drawings are on view alongside an exhibition of sculptures by the Norwegian sculptor Aase Texmon
Rygh. The exhibitions will be open to the public from April 13 through May 25.

Press Enquiries:
For image or interview requests, please contact Allison Thorpe, Sutton, at allison@suttoncomms.com or call +1 212 202
3402.
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Image: Nicole Wittenberg, Big Sur, 2022, Pastel on paper, 15 1/2 x 11 1/2 in.

